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WHAT’S NEW @ NIBRAS
· The school will begin to implement the new Common Core Standards from the United States in Math and Language Arts
· Enrollment has increased by nearly one hundred students, mostly in KG – 3rd grade

· All classrooms are now equipped with multi-media projectors to enhance classroom instruction

· Advance Placement Classes for Chemistry, Physics, and Calculus are now available for 12th grade students.
· Over fifty surveillance cameras have been installed around the campus to enhance security and student supervision.

· Access to the school has been restricted through modifications to the Ground Floor.  All visitors (including parents) must first report to the Administration Area.  Direct access to the Accounts Department remains available.
· The Football Pitch is nearly complete and will be available for student use beginning in early October

· Both pools are functioning properly following summer repairs

· Rings Catering is our new food and beverage provider.

· Two cafeterias will operate this year.    The 4-12th cafeteria is located near the gym, while the 1-3rd cafeteria is located opposite the Bookstore.  Both are open from 7.30am to 3.30pm.
MORNING ARRIVAL
Upon arrival in the morning, parents may accompany their KG students to the classrooms.  Students in Elementary School (1-6th) should go directly to the gym, and Middle/High School students should go to their lockers.  KG students and parents must enter through the KG Entrance, which is the farthest exterior door to the left of the Main Office.  Beginning soon, visitors and parents will only be able to gain entry to the school at three locations:  The Main Office, the Accounts Department, and the KG Wing.
AFTERSCHOOL ACTIVITIES

The school will once again contract the services of M & S Sports to provide afterschool activities beginning in early October.  A representative of M & S will be available at school to answer questions and accept registrations in the coming weeks.  All such activities will occur after school hours, since last year’s Activity Periods have been eliminated in order to provide for additional Math and English classes.
NEW COMMON CORE STANDARDS
In order to further clarify and enhance our curriculum, we will begin using the new Common Core Learning Standards currently being adopted in the United States for Mathematics and Language Arts.  These curriculum guides outline teaching and learning expectations at each grade level and will serve to improve our curriculum’s continuity from one grade level to the next.  More information about these Standards are available on our website.  (www.nisdubai.ae)
BUSSES
We are currently operating nine busses which provide transportation services for areas as far as Bur Dubai.  Two routes remain under close observation due to distance and time:   Bus #3 (Arabian Ranches, Sports City, and Motor City) and Bus #2 (Bur Dubai, Business Bay, an d Barsha).  Our Bus Coordinator, Mr. Aref, will keep parents informed regarding any changes to the routes.

OPEN HOUSE
Parents are invited to attend our Annual Open House on Saturday September 24th from 9am to 12pm.  Parents will be meeting with the principal, Dr Black, for a 30-minute overview of school policies and routines.  Following this, parents will be able to visit their child’s classrooms and meet the teachers.  Please be reminded that Open House is not an opportunity for individual parent-teacher conferences.
TEACHER RECRUITMENT

The majority of our teacher recruitment was completed prior to the summer vacation.   Regrettably, however, a few teachers did not arrive in Dubai as scheduled, and without informing the school.  Accordingly, we have recruited for new teachers in grade two and four, in addition to two positions in the Middle/High School.  We feel confident that the staff will be complete in the coming weeks.
RINGS CATERING 
We have contracted with a new catering company which will provide food and beverage services for our two cafeterias which service students in grades one thru twelve.  KG students will continue to eat in their classrooms, but will soon be able to order “ready meals” on a weekly basis from Rings Catering which will be delivered to the classrooms
